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Saturday, June zist.

Vedrenne and Eadie came up to lunch yesterday, in order to
angle for my next play. However they were agreeable, and did
not angle too much.

To-day I began the last of the nine articles for tbe Metropolitan
Magazine and wrote 1,800 words before one o'clock. Quite
unable to work yesterday, through being wakened up again, in
the middle of the night (2.38) by a banging door.

Knoblock comes to-day for the week-end.

Friday, June 2jth.

Went to London on Tuesday for Cedric's concert and returned
yesterday. At the concert I seemed to see everyone I had ever
known up to the age of thirty. Vast air of a family party about
it. Simultaneous carrying of two similar bouquets by two
attendants up the two aisles to Evelyn Jennings after her first
group of songs. Probably most of the friends were nervous.

In the afternoon, just after our arrival, we saw the King and
President Poincare" pass,1 two lonely men, one red and gold, the
other black and white and bald, along the empty road, with
soldiers and policemen dividing them from a thin crowd.

Wednesday morning, David Rice accosted me in Bond St.
Hadn't seen him for at least 15 years. He cursed the British
tradesmen. So did I. On Thursday morning I went into a
swagger West End hosiers to buy a necktie. I said " Good
morning " on entering. Vendeur was a man of 50 at least.
Through sheer social clumsiness and heaviness he made no
response, didn't even smile. It was not that he meant to be
impolite. He unthawed before I had bought two neckties, and
gloomily saluted me as I went out. Many of the shops in this
district are being cleaned and garnished at 10 a.m.

Saturday, June 2&th,   .

I went to launch of Velsa at 5, but she was already gone. So I
put off in a rowboat and waited for her to return. The new
engine was pulling her along at a fine speed. Good sensation in
boarding her, in B'sea reach. Guest and two other fitters on
board. The cockpit in a fearful mess.

E. V. Lucas came, and after dinner went to bed with a cold.

1 The newly-elected President of the French Republic paying an official
visit to England.